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COLUMBUS, Ga. - In the highest-scoring game in Peach Belt Conference tournament history, UNC Pembroke advanced to
the 2011 PBC Tournament Championship game with a 20-15 win over Armstrong Atlantic State University, eliminating the
Pirates from tourney action on Tuesday evening at Golden Park in Columbus, Ga.
UNC Pembroke (41-10) advances to Thursday's championship game, where the Braves will face the winner of
Wednesday's North Georgia-Augusta State clash. The Pirates (35-17) wrap up the 2011 tournament with a 2-2 mark,
advancing to the semifinals.
The 35 combined runs scored by the two teams smashes the previous record of 27 runs, put up by Kennesaw State (22)
and Augusta State (5) in the first round of the 1997 tournament.
Both teams went deep in the first inning as the Pirates' John Roberts drove in a pair with an inside-the-park home run in
the top of the first, but UNC Pembroke's Kenny Mickens delivered a grand slam home run in a five-run frame for the Braves
in the bottom of the first.
UNC Pembroke chased Armstrong starter Chandler Hall (8-4) in the second inning with two more runs, making the score 7-
2 Braves, but Armstrong fought back with four runs in the fourth inning - keyed by a Drew Walker two-RBI double - to make
it a 7-6 ballgame.
The Braves seemingly broke the game wide open over the next two innings, taking advantage of three errors in an eight-run
fourth inning, then plating four more in the bottom of the fifth for a 19-6 lead.
Armstrong had one more big inning left, however, as the Pirates sent 10 men to the plate in a seven-run seventh inning -
keyed by a two-RBI single by Roberts and a three-run home run from Walker - that cut the lead to 19-13.
The Braves added a run in the bottom of the seventh and Armstrong answered with two runs in the eighth on an RBI single
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